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following of women and children. He was a
courageous and brilliant fighter, and is gener-
ally believed to have been a sincere fanatic.
Some people think that the Khalifa was jealous
of him as a dangerous rival, and gave him com-
mand of the attacking force for that reason.
If he won success the Khalifa would benefit;
if he happened to be defeated or killed it would
remove him from dangerous rivalry.
In June 1889 Wad-el-Nejumi began a serious
advance. On July 2 he attacked an Egyptian
force under Colonel Wodehouse at Arguin near
Wadi Haifa, where the Dervishes were de-
feated with a loss of 500 men. In spite of this
they pushed forward another 50 miles. The
Sirdar allowed them to advance while he col-
lected troops; it was also important to draw
them on into country where they would have
'difficulty in finding supplies for their huge
numbers. On August 17, after frequent skir-
mishes, a pitched battle was fought at Toski,
and though the Dervishes displayed much
valour for seven hours they were utterly
routed, Wad-el-Nejumi and half his fighting
men were killed. In this engagement Kitchener
commanded a mounted force, which consisted
of one squadron of the 20th Hussars and the
Egyptian cavalry.
At this stage it was disconcerting to be called
to yet another appointment Baring was set
on reforming the police, and recognized in the
Adjutant-General the one man who might be
able to carry through re-organization. Kitchener
demurred because he wanted and expected to